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The meeting commenced with an Opening Prayer led by Father Jim at 9:10 am
In attendance were:

Fr. Jim Dalton


Michael & Mary Van Winkle


Susan Meisch
News to/from Fr. Christopher

· Immaculate Conception and St. John Vianney Mission each received a Christmas card from Christ the King Cathedral Parish. 

· Fr. Christopher sent pictures of the new building project. Pictures are on display inside the Church entrance. 

· Fr Jim sent a very informative email Fr. Christopher, attached (dated Friday, January 05, 2007).  The email requested the following information:

· Duty Free Declaration (required for shipping the donated items to Kenya without incurring duty,

· An update on how the money is being spent and a list of things left to do,

· A request for something to be accomplished at St. James Church in Siritanyi.

· Informed Fr. Christopher of Sister Theresa Benedicta’s trip to Bungoma on Jan 16.

· Informed Fr. Christopher of Ken & Carol Fabrizio’s intent to visit.

· Request for an ongoing educational dialogue between parish councils (possibly via email exchange)
· Collect questions of council members to learn about each other’s parish & life events

· Exchange council constitution and by-laws and parish organization structure.

· Requested clarification regarding a visit to our parish next year.  Stated that we could not fund the transportation.

· Informed Fr. Christopher that Boeing may be able to facilitate delivery of boxes to Kenya.  Asked if he had a contact at Kenya Airlines who may be able to assist with this on his side, as well. 

· JL Drouhard from chancery office will submit Fr. Christopher’s Mission Cooperation Appeal request to the archbishop at the end of January. 
Treasury Report – Marie & Fr. Jim
· Marie Chilcote provided a copy of the Sister Parish financial statement.  
· Sister Parish Committee 
· Balance:

1,485.98.
· Adopt a Catholic Student Program
· Balance: 
3,250.00
· Received one pledge to make 10 monthly payments of $30.00 for a primary student tuition 
· Fees associated with wiring funds to Bungoma are $30.00.   The committee discussed the logistics of monthly tuition payments.  To minimize the expense associated with regular wire transfers, the full tuition for a student would be paid from the Sister Parish General Fund and reimbursed as monthly payments are received. 
· To assure the fund is not burdened with tuition pre-payments, the Adopt-a-Catholic Student program will no longer promote monthly payment arrangements.  This will be handled on a case-by-case basis. 
Mosquito Net Report – Fr. Jim
· Father Jim reported that Ken Fabrizio has enough funds to purchase 3,000 mosquito nets.  He is not certain if the purchase of 3,000 nets includes the matching funds ($20,000).  The nets are treated, and cost approximately 5.00 each. 

Pen Pal Report – Susie on behalf of Tesia & Christie
· Permission Slips – (see attachment) Due to some sensitive cultural differences, permissions slips were designed to assure that parents approved their child’s involvement in the “Stay in Touch with Africa” Pen Pal program.  

· Guidelines – guidelines were written to assist pen pals with appropriate topics for discussion.  If asked for financial aid or gifts, pen pals should not feel that they have to comply. 

· Mail Box – To reduce the postage cost associated with mailing letters to Kenya, a “Pen Pal Mailbox” will be placed in the entry of the church. Pen Pals may place their letters in the mailbox.  All letters will be sent to Fr. Christopher for distribution. Letters will be sent on a monthly basis.  Mary Van Winkle agreed to make a “Pen Pal Mailbox”
· Cover Letter – Michael Van Winkle volunteered to interview Sister Theresa Benedicta to determine issues that may be of interest/concern for parents of those involved in the pen pal program.  Michael will draft a cover letter to accompany the pen pal permission slip. 
Shipping Status – Michael Van Winkle
· Paperwork -
Michael reported that we are waiting on the Duty Free Declaration from Fr. Christopher.   
· Transportation options:

· Michael reported that Angela Dukes is working a couple different angles.  She has not heard back from DHL.  British Airways could not assist, due to the current security restrictions within their airline operations.  

· Ken Christensen is looking into whether Boeing would be able to assist.  Susie reported that if size of the shipment could fit into the back of a pickup truck, we may have a good chance of Boeing assistance.  Susie will contact Ken for further progress.
· One laptop will be sent with Sister Theresa Benedicta, reducing the shipment size.

· Michael reported that six (6) of the laptops do not have external mice. Susie will look into getting 6 USB mice from Boeing surplus (Kent).

· Michael reported the cost for shipping the boxes with a commercial agent would cost $240.00 per one hundred (100) pounds.  The total shipment weighs approximately 600 pounds.  Additional costs include an airway bill ($25.00). The total cost to ship the materials, once a duty free declaration is received: $1465
· If a duty free declaration from Kenya is not received, the duty on the shipment is 15% of the declared value.  
· Declared value is:  $ 4,000.00
· If we do not have a duty free declaration, duty will cost:
$ 600.00.
Laptops from Holy Rosary – West Seattle – Fr Jim
· Holy Rosary in West Seattle donated the laptops being shipped to Christ the King Academy in Bungoma.  

· Sister Parish Committee will send a thank you letter.  Susie will contact Linda to see if she would like to assist with writing the letter. 

Adopt a Student – Susie Meisch
· Progress

· Ten (10) Primary students adopted

· 9 pre-paid tuitions received

· 1 monthly billing requested (ten months)
· One (1) Secondary student adopted

· 1 pre-paid tuition received

· Receipts have been sent to those who have sent checks – sample of receipt is attached.
· Monthly Payment Plans 

· See treasury report regarding handling of funds.
· Monthly payment coupons were printed on business card stock, stapled together, and sent to sponsor. Sponsor is asked to send the monthly tuition or drop it in the weekly basket. Coupon includes: name and address of sponsor, annual tuition commitment, installment amount, installment month, and instructions on how to sending a check. 

· Quarterly Payment Plans – not discussed
· Susie received an email from Fr. Christopher identifying 8 students for adoption.  His list only included secondary students. Fr. Jim suggested that we select the students to be adopted in order to avoid any accusations of preference.  Susie will contact Fr. Christopher with the names of the students being adopted. 
Christmas Cards – Susie Meisch 
· Christmas cards were sent to Bungoma. The cards were returned with a customs declaration form for completion.  The box was resent to Bungoma on Dec 29th ~ Maybe it will be received during the 12 days of Christmas … maybe not … 


Calendar of Events - group
· Coffee/Donuts: 
4th Sunday of Month

· Meetings: 

2nd Saturday @ 9:00 am – Next Meeting: 
10 February 2007
· Ministry Fair:
April 21-22

Sister Parish should have a table with:

· Sister Parish Information (Scrapbook, Kenya facts, Mama Lukelesia’s Well, etc.)

· Pen Pal program

· Adopt-a-Student Program

· Monthly Meetings

Newsletter  - group
· Ideas to include in the newsletter were discussed:
· Pen Pal Corner – teens include information on what they’ve learned from their pen pals, and what they’ve experienced by being a pen pal
· Adopt-a-Student
· Prayers for our Sister Parish
· Post on parish website – contact Kathy Callan
New Business - group
· Lent & Easter are coming up soon – think about ways we can celebrate with our sister parish.  Bring ideas to next meeting.
· Mission Cooperation -  Father Jim reported that JL Drouhard received a letter from the Bishop in Bungoma. (see comments in email to Fr. Christopher, above).  They are being considered for the Mission Cooperation.

· Learning from other parishes – Fr. Jim talked about meeting with Holy Family in Kirkland, and other parishes to learn what other parishes are doing in similar activities.

· How do they communicate with parishioners?

· What does and doesn’t work?

· What pitfalls to avoid.


· Pastoral Council – Father Jim
· The Pastoral Council will generate a questionnaire to assist us in learning about life in Siritanyi and Bungoma. The questionnaire will be sent to the Parish Council in Bungoma.
· The covenant is being published, but needs approval for annual collection for sister parish. The sister Parish Committee would like to have a Sister Parish annual collection the first Sunday of June.
· Pastoral Council liaison – we discussed having a Pastoral Council liaison. Fr. Jim will suggest having a member of the Pastoral Council join our monthly group meetings (second Saturday at 9:00 by the coffee pot).
· Sister Theresa Benedicta – Father Jim suggested that anyone was interested could donate a few dollars for Sister Theresa to shop for her family for her trip home.

· Heffer Project – Father Jim reported that Sister Margaret Perry looked into a heifer project.  If $10,000 is donated the village can be designated. The Heifer project includes: seed and livestock for the village.  Michael Van Winkle will research this further through World Neighbors
· African Summit – Breakthrough Partners – Jan 30-31 at Camp Brotherhood $65.00 overnight stay.

Father Jim reported that the African Summit will be held at Camp Brotherhood.  This will discuss issues in Africa:  

· 12 million orphaned children, 

· moral and character development of children, 

· how can we make a difference?
Adjourn: The meeting closed with prayer.  [image: image1.png]
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